
FALKE receives Germany’s top design award

International jury rewards functional pullovers for active sports from FALKE ESS for outstanding design and innovative technology.

Schmallenberg, 28 November 2006. The seamless high-tech sports pullover from the FALKE Ergonomic Sport System range has been chosen to receive the Design Award of the Federal Republic of Germany 2007. The successful sport brand from fashion and lifestyle company FALKE is the only representative of the textile industry to win the “Prize of Prizes” for 2007.  
High-tech meets fashion
With the introduction of its own sports range, the long-established company FALKE has positioned itself as the innovative leader in the functional sport wear sector in recent years. This position is exemplified by the award-winning FALKE high-tech sports pullover for active sports which was developed as a logical continuation and supplement to the existing sports range. The seamless knitted high-tech pullover is based on the ergonomic principle, perfectly combining functionality and trendy design. 
As a market leader, FALKE provides functionality based on circular knit technology for the first time, ensuring perfect, body-contoured fit for optimal movement. The innovative technologies such as the anatomical rib structure, knitted plush on the inside and inlays in combination with functional yarns form the basis for the development of the ultimate shape and function of the award-winning sports pullover. The natural body contours are emphasised and the muscle definition is accentuated – combining aesthetics and function to a perfect design.  
New momentum for the retail sector 

FALKE was among the first manufacturers in the marketplace to recognize the changing needs of sportsmen and women and has achieved great success with its combination of high-tech functionality and aesthetic design. “The concept has been very well received by both retailers and consumers. We are all the more delighted that such a high-ranking jury was so evidently impressed by our design skills. This is bound to add further momentum to the sportswear sector,” commented Andreas Soeffker, Sales and Marketing Manager for FALKE Sport and International Sales Manager at the FALKE Group. “Function means far more than just moisture transport, it means satisfying all of the needs of sportsmen and women: Fitness, well-being and last not least looking good – and that includes during sports activities,” continued Soeffker. Retailers are slowly but surely responding to the changes in motivation on the part of consumers and have recently begun to put much greater emphasis on an attractive look. FALKE offers its customers hands-on support with innovative colour concepts in POS design and creative events such as the recent “Schöner Laufen” (Look good, run good) campaign in cooperation with the client Engelhorn.
The Design Award of the Federal Republic of Germany is the country‘s official design prize presented for outstanding achievements in the field of product and communications design. The assessment criteria applied by the internationally renowned independent jury include innovation in design and technology and utility value as well as the overall product concept.  

The official awards ceremony takes place on 9 February 2007, during the opening of the AMBIENTE International Spring Fair in Frankfurt.
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